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ALAIN-G. GAGNON

Alain-G. Gagnon is a leading scholar in political
science specializing in federalism, nationalism,
and the governance of minority and
plurinational societies. Full Professor and
Canada Research Chair in Quebec and
Canadian Studies at UQAM, he has held
academic positions at Queen’s, Carleton, McGill,
and served as visiting professor at institutions
including Sciences Po Paris and the Sorbonne
Nouvelle. He is the founding director of several
major research centres on democracy and
constitutional studies and has advised
extensively on issues of political organization in
diverse societies. His work, translated into
around twenty languages, has earned numerous
international distinctions, including the Order of
Canada and the Order of Quebec.
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AMBER FRENCH-GRIETTE

Amber French-Griette (Paris) is a Franco-
American nonprofit leader and subject matter
expert in wartime civic resistance and
asymmetrical conflict dynamics. In 2025, she co-
founded the Organization for Nonviolent
Movements (ONM), a French think-and-do-tank
studying how civilian agency is a strategic counter
to hybrid warfare and authoritarian overreach.
She served as panel lead and moderator of "The
Democracy Arsenal: Ukraine's Civic Power
Against Putin" at the Paris Defense and Security
Forum (March 2026). Her edited volume,
Ukrainian Freedom: Collective Agency in National
Defense, is forthcoming with Columbia University
Press (November 2026). Amber brings 20 years of
experience inresearch, editing, policy, and
program direction and holds advanced degrees in
International Relations and French &
Francophone Studies.
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AMELIE JAQUES-APKE

Ameélie Jaques-Apke (PhD) is a policy expert
specializing in foreign information manipulation,
disinformation, and democratic resilience.
Currently a McCloy Fellow with the American
Council on Germany, she researches how
disinformation destabilizes European institutions
and transatlantic relations. Her forthcoming book
examines populist disinformation across the
Americas and EU. She founded Young Security
Conference, a think-and-do-tank bridging policy,
academia, and diplomacy on European security.
Previously Deputy Director at EuropalNova, she
led EU-level projects on democratic innovation
and civic participation. She holds a PhD on
populist disinformation and studied at Sciences
Po Paris and King's College London.
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HELFRIED CARL

Helfried Carlis a former Austrian Ambassador
and senior diplomat with over 30 years of
experience in the United Nations, the OSCE, the
Western Balkans peace process, Central Europe,
and the Austrian Parliament. He is the Founder
and CEO of the European Capital of Democracy,
an initiative recognising cities that pioneer
democratic innovation, and Co-Founder and
Partner of The Innovation in Politics Institute,
which advances democracy through practical
political innovation.

During his diplomatic career, he served as
Austrian Ambassador to Slovakia, Deputy Chief
of Cabinet of the High Representative in Sarajevo,
Political Counsellor at Austria's Mission to the UN
in New York, and Chief of Cabinet to the
President of the Austrian National Council. He
holds an MA from Johns Hopkins University's
School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS).
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DR. MASHUQ KURT

Dr Mashuq Kurt is Associate Professor of
Sociology and Head of Criminology and Sociology
at Royal Holloway, University of London. His
research focuses on international migration,
diaspora politics, the racialisation of Muslim
minorities, religion-state relations, and
authoritarianism, drawing on extensive fieldwork
across Europe, the United States, and Turkey.

He is the author of Kurdish Hizbullah in Turkey:
Islamism, Violence and the State (Pluto Press,
2017) and has published widely in leading
academic journals. Hisresearch has been
supported by the Marie Skiodowska-Curie Global
Fellowship, the British Academy, the European
Research Council, and UKRI. He regularly writes
for international policy and media outlets,
including Foreign Policy and Le Monde, and has
briefed policymakers at the UK House of
Commons, Chatham House, and RUSI.
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SUZANNE HALL

Suzanne Hall is Director of Engagement at the
Policy Institute at King's College London, with
over 25 years of experience in applied social policy
research. Her work focuses on bringing citizens'
needs and lived experience into policymaking
through deliberative, participatory, qualitative,
and arts-based methods. She has worked on
issues including climate change, misinformation,
ageing, economic inequality, gender-based
violence, and intergenerational fairness. She has
designed and delivered citizens' assemblies and
juries for the European Commission, UK
government departments, and local authorities,
and has trained public officials in participatory
decision-making. Before joining King's, Suzanne
was Head of Qualitative Research at Ipsos.
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